Truth and Lies – Solution

Sir Galahad should ask one of the elves, it doesn't matter which one, "What would be the answer if I asked the other elf, 'which is the safe path?'." 

Sir Galahad should then take to opposite path. That is: If the answer is "left", take the right hand path and vice versa.

Explanation

Suppose the right hand path is the correct one.

	
	Response to Galahad's 

question.
	Opposite to response to Galahad's question.

	Elf that always tells the truth.
	Left
	Right

	Elf that always lies.


	Left
	Right


Ask the elf that tells the truth. This elf knows that the other elf lies, so tells the truth and says that the lying elf will say left.

Ask the elf that lies. This elf knows that the other elf tells the truth and will say right – so the elf that lies will lie and say left.

Therefore both elves give the same response, which is not the safe one, so choose the other one.

If the left hand path were the correct one the answers in the above table would be reversed.

